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Haw River Watch Coordinator Job Description  6/30/2016 
 
The Haw River Watch Project, a program of the Haw River Assembly, gives us a clearer picture of the 

health of the Haw River watershed.  The Haw River Assembly (HRA) is a non-profit citizen 

organization founded in 1982 to protect the waters of the Haw River and Jordan Lake located in the 

Piedmont of NC.  Since 1995 our citizen stream-monitoring project has provided us with data and 

information on the condition of the river and its tributaries.  We have trained and provided equipment to 

over 300 volunteers to assess water and to help us protect the watershed. The heart of this effort are four 

seasonal “snapshots” performed each year. River Watch volunteers fan out across the tributaries and 

riverbanks of the Haw to check on the health of the water. Teams are trained and equipped to monitor 

water quality through aquatic insect counts (and other macroinvertebrates in the water), pH tests, 

turbidity, temperature and visual  observations. We use the information to get a picture of the river in 

each season and to track any changes over time. Volunteers act as guardians of their streams, notifying 

HRA and the proper authorities if pollution is suspected 

 

The Haw River Watch Project Coordinator position is part-time, averaging 15 to 20 hours a week 

depending on the needs of the project. Pay is $17 per hour before payroll tax deductions, with one week 

of paid vacation time and mileage paid for travel on behalf of the project.  The hours are flexible and can 

be home or office based, with frequent time spent in the field with volunteer teams and at HRA events 

and programs. The HRA office is located in Bynum NC, in Chatham County. 

 

The Haw River Watch Project Coordinator will become proficient with our stream monitoring 

methods and protocol, including macroinvertebrate identification. The Coordinator is responsible 

for the tasks described below: 

 

1. Organize four  “Snapshot” monitoring days each year 

 Send out letter and survey form to each team in advance (by email and/or mail) 

 Be available to the volunteers each Snapshot day 

 

2. Recruit new teams 

 Follow up with interested potential river watchers 

 Concentrate on areas that need monitoring or are in under-represented communities 

 

3. Train and equip new and existing teams 

 Organize trainings for new teams and use experienced teams as trainers 

 Be available to work with one of the teams each snapshot 

 

4. Collect and enter the monitoring data, and follow up on missing data. 



5. Produce monitoring reports, and coordinate the analysis of the data collected. Compare our 

data to state information and work with the Haw Riverkeeper to submit comments on pollution 

issues where our data can be used. 

 

6. Maintain the network of River Watch teams 

 Keep in communication with team leaders and volunteers 

 Organize at least 1 River Watch event for volunteers each year with special speakers and 

field workshops 

 Consult with the Haw Riverkeeper to help volunteer teams to follow up on pollution 

problems, direct to proper agencies 

 Keep up with River Watch correspondence, phone messages and e-mail 

 Coordinate meetings of  the Haw River Watch Steering Committee (made up of interested 

RW volunteers) 

 

7. Publicize the River Watch Project 

 Send out press releases, publish monitoring results, 

 Keep the River Watch page on our website up to date and use our social media tools to 

publicize the project and events (including Facebook and E-newsletters) 

 Submit articles to HRA newsletter, including project news and team profiles 

 Organize one or two River Watch demonstrations during the warm months for the public. 

 

8. Maintain relationships with the state, local government and other environmental 

organizations and attend important meetings as time allows. 

 

9.   Be part of the team The Haw River Watch Coordinator is part of a team of people – HRA staff, 

Board of Directors, volunteers and members - who are dedicated to the mission of protecting and 

restoring the Haw River through our educational and advocacy share our programs. We support the 

mission, activities and fundraising of the Haw River Assembly  

 

10.   Take part in HRA projects and events:   

 Coordinate the supplies and lead volunteers for our stream monitoring station at the 3 week long 

"Haw River Learning Celebration" program for fourth-graders each fall. 

 Work together with the HRA Watershed Education Coordinator on stream monitoring programs 

with  our middle school Stream Investigation Program 

 Participate in HRA activities as River Watch coordinator, including our May Festival, November 

Annual Meeting, and the March Clean-up-a-thon 

 Attend HRA Board Meetings (every other month) when possible or necessary. Submit project 

reports to the board in advance of meetings. 

 

 

Please see our website at www.hawriver.org  for additional information about the Haw River Assembly, 

and the Haw River Watch program http://hawriver.org/projects/stream-monitoring/  All questions can be 

directed to Elaine Chiosso, HRA Executive Director and Haw Riverkeeper  info@hawriver.org or call 

(919) 542-5790.  To apply for this position please send your resume, a cover letter, and 3 references we 

may contact to info@hawriver.org or mail it to HRA   P.O. Box 187 Bynum NC 27228.   The position 

will be open until filled. 
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