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November 23, 2014 
 
 
To: Mayor Terry, and the Pittsboro Board of Commissioners 
 
 
The Haw River Assembly appreciates this new chance to address issues concerning Chatham 
Park The sheer size and scope of the Master Plan development by Chatham Park Investors raises 
many serious concerns about it’s impact on waters, and important conservation areas close to the 
Haw River and Jordan Lake. This newest rezoning request gives the Town of Pittsboro the 
opportunity to go back and require Chatham Park Investors to fix some important deficiencies in 
the Master Plan. 

Section 5.1 of the Planned Development District Ordinance has this language to consider in this 
re-zoning request:  “In return for greater flexibility, planned developments in this district are 
expected to deliver communities of exceptional design, character and quality that preserve 
critical environmental resources and provide open space amenities.”  

We do not think that the current Master Plan for Chatham Park will deliver the design or 
protections needed to preserve critical environmental resources, or to provide open space 
amenities.  We urge you to consider these recommendations and concerns: 

• An Environmental Impact Analysis of the entire Chatham Parks acreage must be done 
now. The developers should be required to map and plan for protection of the streams, 
wetlands, steep slopes, flood plains and Significant Natural Heritage Areas on their land 
before any building begins. The developers cannot design and deliver protection of the 
most critical environmental resources by doing it piecemeal during small area plans. 

 

• If the proposal is to use Jordan Lake as the source for drinking water for Chatham Park, 
then the Master Plan needs to spell out in detail exactly how the stormwater and 
wastewater will be treated coming from this enormous development. Right now there is a 
very real threat that Chatham Park will add considerably to the pollution in this already 
impaired reservoir. What is the water conservation strategy for Chatham Park? 

 

• To truly protect these critical environmental resources -- and the Haw River and Jordan 



Lake –at least 30% to 40% of the land should be set aside for conservation.  We urge you 
to adopt the Pittsboro Land Use Plan riparian buffers of 2000 feet for land along the Haw 
River in Chatham Park. 

 

• Pittsboro needs to require very low density for lands developed near both the Haw River, and 
Jordan Lake, no less, than 5 acres per dwelling. 

 
Without an Environmental Impact Analysis, a conservation plan and more information about roads, 
water and wastewater infrastructure, how can we truly say what the capacity of this land is for 
development, without sacrificing natural resources that are important for all of us?  
 
These are critical questions for a massive project that will impact our entire region. Chatham 
Park is an unprecedented development --no Master Plan community this big has ever been built 
before in NC. The stakes are very high. These forests and streams that will be laid waste to 
bulldozers are part of a large un-fragmented area that provides clean air and water for all of us, 
and habitat to both familiar and increasingly rare plants and animals. Is this the right place to 
build a city of 55,000 people and 22 million square feet of commercial buildings?    

Without better protections in place to protect these critical environmental resources we will see a 
repeat of the pollution problems so familiar to all of us during the years of unbridled 
development in Chatham County prior to 2008, when there were massive plumes of 
sedimentation, and degraded aquatic ecosystems in our streams.  

We urge you to consider the improvements to the Master Plan that were recommended by the 
Lawrence Group planning consultants and in numerous comments by local residents. Make use of the 
excellent information and recommendations in the Triangle Land Conservancy’s  Southwest Shore 
Conservation Assessment http://triangleland.org/assets/images/uploads/SWshorereportsm.pdf  
Please review the Chatham Park Conservation slide show and other information on the Pittsboro 
Matters website http://pittsboromatters.org/water/cpconservation/ 
 
The Pittsboro Board of Commissioners has the authority to make important changes to this 
massive development that will impact all of eastern Chatham County, as well as surrounding 
counties and the hundreds of thousands of people who depend on Jordan Lake for drinking 
water.   There is still time to make the important changes that will make this better – and to 
create a community  “of exceptional design, character and quality that preserve critical 
environmental resources and provide open space amenities”. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elaine Chiosso 
Executive Director and Haw Riverkeeper 


