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impact of Chatham 

Parks on our 
waters? 

     Chatham Park Investors Master Plan 

Current proposal before the 
Town of Pittsboro is for  a 
Master Plan community of 

55,000 people on  
7,120 acres.   

15-501 
HWY 64 



This land is currently zoned for mostly rural use, with lands closest to the 
Haw River and Jordan Lake zoned as 1 house per 5 acres to protect water 

quality.  This is "one of the largest  remaining unfragmented  areas in 
the six county Triangle region" (from report below) 

Southwest Shore Conservation Assessment 
Chatham County, NC 
Prepared by 
Triangle Land Conservancy 
Raleigh, NC 
and 
The Center for Sustainable Community 
Design, Institute for the Environment, 
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
October 2008 



Chatham Park 
investors are 
requesting rezoning 
to a Planned 
Development 
District  which has 
no density limits.   
 
How does this 
proposed 55,000 
people on 7,120 
acres compare to 
Cary? 



Allowing for commercial areas and open space, Chatham Park proposes a 
population density of almost 12 people per acre or 7,167 per square 
mile.  Using current U.S. Census data we see that the highest density in the 
Preston area of Cary (zipcode 275123) is less than five people per acre. In 
fact, Los Angeles is the only city in the whole of the USA that achieves a 
density (approx. 7,000 people/sq. mile) remotely similar to Chatham Park. 



Chatham Park 
Investors  are 
proposing to 
use 
Pittsboro's  
"high 
density" 
development 
option for  
the entire 
project, 
which allows 
for 70%  
impervious 
surface.  How 
does this 
compare to 
other cities? 



What would be the impact of this huge new urban development 
on the Haw River, Jordan Lake, and the main tributaries  - 

Robeson and Stinking creeks?  

•Stream buffers? 
 
•Wastewater? 
 
•Source of drinking 
water? 



These waters are already in trouble – Jordan Lake, the Haw River arm of the lake 
and Robeson Creek are all on the EPA Impaired waters list (in red on map). 



The Chatham Park 
Investors  
current Master Plan 
map for stream buffers 
would not adequately 
protect  all streams. 
 
To see why, let's look at 
an example using an 
area of land between 
Robeson and Stinking 
Creek near Jordan Lake. 
 
We will show all 
streams that would be 
buffered using Chatham 
County's criteria. 
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This is a topo map of the area circled in the previous slide. 
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Now we see the perennial streams that would be identified and buffered using Chatham's 
criteria.  
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Adding in the intermittent streams…. 
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And ephemeral streams…. 
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And here are the same streams on Chatham Parks Master Plan map –not only are 
they using much less protective criteria,  they do not even appear to have used  
minimum state standards. 



Steep slopes need to be 
correctly Identified as 
well and removed  
from development 
impacts. 



Using these criteria, 
Chatham Park needs to 
protect more than half of 
the landscape as mature, 
native woodland 
(everything 
in red and grey) . . .  
 
= more than half 
of property 



Without adequate protections we will see a repeat of muddy waters and nutrient 
pollution all too familiar in Chatham County during the boom development years. 
 



What will be the Source of Drinking Water for 55,000 people? 
(4.4 million gallons per day, non-peak) 

From Pittsboro's current water intake on  
the Haw River? 

Or from a new request for an allocation 
from Jordan Lake – already hard 
pressed by demands from neighboring 
cities.  (photo of 2007 drought) 



What is the plan  
for the 4.8 million gallons per day of wastewater? 

 
Chatham Park Investors are not required to 

have specific plans for the wastewater 
treatment system in place to get the rezoning 
approved. The proposed Master Plan includes 

concepts for recycled water and dispersed 
regional reclamation systems, as well as hopes 
for "technological advances and tremendous 

changes in the future".  This is not a plan 



Or are they planning to put the treated 
wastewater into the Haw River at the Lower Haw 
River Natural Area at the Hwy 64 bridge, where 
Pittsboro has an unused (and controversial) 
discharge permit? 

This is a not only a Significant Natural Area for threatened aquatic species, 
it is also a favorite access area for paddlers and hikers . A wastewater effluent 
pipe at this area would be detrimental for water quality and eco-tourism. 



The Haw River Assembly believes  
the PDD and Master Plan as submitted 
by Chatham Park Investors would 
result in serious degradation to water quality 
and the environment. 



For more information and  
resources about the proposed 

Chatham Park go to: 
 

 PittsboroMatters.org  
 


